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concerning charities, politics, inventions and scientific life,
and to a certain degree could also keep up with the times. It
was deeply affecting to see with what intrinsic greatness she
bore the difficult years of the war, the revolution, and the
time after the war. Her death was an immense loss to me.
She was the last of the great old times.

Her husband, the Grand Duke Frederick, stood none the
less close to me. With his wise counsel and his sustaining
encouragement, he was always a fatherly friend. That his
revered figure sank into the grave as early as 1907 caused me

great grief.

*          $          *

When I now attempt to draw with a few strokes those next
surrounding the old Emperor, four figures rise again before
my mind's eye who have long since sunk into the grave but
will ever live in memory as long as Emperor William and his
faithful ones are spoken of: Albedyll, Lehndorff, Radziwill
and WilmowskL

General von Albedyll was chief of the military cabinet.
His capabilities were very considerable ; extensive knowledge,
an infallible memory, a keen intellect, and an extraordinary
energy predestined him for his responsible position in the
Prussian Army. He actually knew by heart the entire army
list, and he was familiar with not only the careers of the officers
of the standing army, but with those of their fathers. He
nominated all the leading commands in the army for the
mobilisation of 1870 in one night. He possessed not only the
Emperor's but also my father's unbounded trust; he remained
commanding general after my accession to the throne, and
received from me the Order of the Black Eagle.

The chief of the civil cabinet, von Wilmowski, I only had the
opportunity of meeting when my father took over my grand-
father's duties in 1878, and resided at Homburg. He was
a quiet man, faithful to duty, who lived a very retired life
devoted exclusively to the development of his work. When he
retired he recommended Lucanus to me as his successor.

The Chief aide-de-camp, Count Lehndorff, came of an old
East-Prussian family. In the year 1813, his father organized